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This  digest  of  the  plant-quarantine  import  restrictions  of  the 
Republic  of  Venezuela  has  "been  prepared  for  the  information  of 
nurserymen,  plant-quarantine  officials,  and  others  interested 
in  the  export  of  plants  and  plant  products  to  that  country. 

It  was  prepared  "by  Richard  Faxon,  Division  of  Foreign  Plant 
Quarantines,  from  a  translation  of  the  Law  of  June  18,  19^1, 
and  a  translation  of  Resolution  No.  k   of  the  Plant  Quarantine 
3crvi.ce  published  in  Gaceta  Oficial  No.  22799,  December  20,  I9U8. 
furnished  "by  the  American  Embassy  in  Caracas;  Venezuela.  The 
revision  has  been  reviewed  by  the  plant  quarantine  authorities 
in  Venezuela. 

The  information  contained  in  this  circular  is  believed  to  be 
correct  and  sufficiently  complete  for  its  purpose  up  to  the 
time  of  its  preparation,  but  it  is  not  intended  to  be  used 
independently  of,  nor  as  a  substitute  for,  the  original  texts, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  interpreted  as  legally  authoritative • 
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BASIC  LEGISLATION 

Law  of  June  18,  19^1 

Article  2  of  this  law  authorizes  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Live- 
stock (Ministerio  de  Agricultura  y  Cria)  to  promulgate  prohibitive  and 
restrictive  measures  and  otherwise  regulate  the  importation  and  transit 
of  plants  and  plant  products,  to  establish  ports  of  entry,  and  to  re- 
quire treatment,  quarantine,  or  destruction  of  Infested  products. 

GENERAL  REGULATIONS 

Minister  of  Agriculture 

Resolution  No.  k.     Plant  Quarantine  Service 

(Gaceta  Oficial  No.  22799,  December  20,  I9U6) 

Article  1.  All  live  plants  or  live  parts  of  plants  used  for  reproduc- 
tion, planting  or  ornament  are  subject  to  the  regulations  established 
herein. 

Art.  2.  It  is  understood  that  "live  plant  parts"  means  any  portion 
or  section  of  individual  plants  capable  of  reproduction  such  as 
cuttings,  roots,  buds,  branches,  sprouts,  leaves,  fruits,  etc. 

IMPORT  PERMIT 

Art.  3.  All  persons  or  corporations  who  desire  to  import  live  plants 
or  the  live  part3  of  same  must  request  a  permit  from  the  Division  de 
Sanidad  Vegetal  del  Ministerio  de  Agricultura  y  Cria  at  least  fifteen 
days  in  advance. 
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Art,  k*      In  this  request  it  must  "be  recorded; 

a.  Name  and  quantity  of  each  species  or  variety  of  live  plants 

or  plant  parts  it  is  desired  to  import, 
t>.  Name  and  address  of  the  horticultural  establishment  which  will 

supply  these  living  plants  or  plant  parts. 

c.  The  exact  locality  where  it  is  intended  to  plant  this  material 
specifying  the  Municipio,  Distrito,  Estado  or  Territorio.   If 
the  planting  is  to  be  made  in  an  urban  zone,  the  name  of  the 
city,  the  street  and  the  number  of  the  house  must  be  given. 

d.  The  means  by  which  the  importation  is  to  be  made  -  sea  or  by 
air,  etc. 

e.  The  use  to  which  the  material  is  to  be  used:  immediate  sale, 
planting,  propagation,  decoration,  etc. 

f .  Name  and  address  of  the  person  or  his  representative  to  whom 
the  permit  i3  to  be  sent  if  granted-. 

CERTIFICATE  REQUIREMENTS 

Art,  5.  All  shipments  of  live  plants  or  plant  parte  whose  introduc- 
tion has  been  authorized  by  the  Division  de  Sanidad  Vegetal  must 
arrive  in  the  country  accompanied  by  an  official  certificate  issued 
by  competent  officials  of  the  country  of  origin,  whicn  will  contain 
the  statement  that  the  material  is  free  oi  pests  and  diseases  harm- 
ful to  agriculture  and  will  record  the  number  of  the  permit  issued 
by  the  Division  de  Sanidad  Vegetal  for  said  Importation. 

CONSULAR  VISA 

Art.  6»  The  certificate  to  which  the  preceding  article  refers  must 
arrive  in  the  country  properly  legalized  by  the  Venezuelan  Consul 
in  the  country  of  origin. 

FREEDOM  FROM  SOIL 

Art.  7.  All  live  plants  or  plant  parts  that  arrive  in  the  country 
must  be  completely  free  of  earth  and  sand, 

HEW  CONTAINERS 

Art.  8.  All  live  plants  or  plant  parts  mast  arrive  in  the  country 
properly  packed  or  conditioned  in  completely  new  receptacles,  con- 
tainers or  packages. 

VEGETABLE  SEEDS  AND  SEED  POTATOES 

Art,  Q.  Vegetable  seeds  and  potatoes  for  seed  are  exempt  from -the 
above  requirements. 
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UNAUTHORIZED  SHIPMENTS 

Art,  10.  All  live  plants  or  plant  parts  that  arrive  in  the  country 
without  their  introduction  having  teen  authorized  "by  the  Division 
de  Sanidad  Vegetal  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  will  be  destroyed 
without  the  right  of  any  claims  on  the  part  of  those  interested. 
For  this  destruction  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  shipment  will 
not  be  considered. 

INFESTED  SHIPMENTS 

Art.  11.  All  live  plants  or  plant  parts  which  upon  being  inspected 
prove  to  have  any  pest  or  disease  which  has  not  been  proved  to  exist  in 
Venezuela  will  be  destroyed  without  previous  notification. 

AUTHORIZED  PORTS 

Art.  12.  Live  plants  or  plant  parts  may  only  be  imported  through 
the  ports  of  La  Guaira,  Maracaibo,  Puerto  Cabello,  Carupano,  Ciudad 
Bolivar  and  San  Antonio  de  Tachira. 

Art.  13.  Penalties 

Art.  llj-.  The  customs  authorities  and  the  port  inspectors  of  the  Plant 
Quarantine  Service  are  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  this  resolution. 

SPECIAL  QUARANTINES 

The  following  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  various  plants  and 
plant  products  were  issued  in  official  resolutions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Development. 

CITRUS  PLANTS,  ETC. 

Resolution  No.  3,  March  13,  19^7,  prohibits  the  importation  into 
Venezuela  of  all  citrus  plants,  including  fruits,  cuttings,  seeds, 
and  buds,  on  account  of  a  new  disease  of  citrus  (tristeza,  quick 
decline)  occurring  in  some  other  countries.  The  Ministry  may  import 
citrus  plants  and  parts  thereof  for  experimental  purposes. 

PASSENGERS*  BAGGAGE 

Resolution  No„  5,  June  20,  I9V7,  prohibits  the  importation  of  fruits, 
vegetables,  plants  and  parts  of  plants  on  persons  or  in  the  baggage 
of  individuals.  It  Is  also  prohibited  to  sell  these  articles  from 
ships  in  Venezuelan  ports. 
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NATURAL  FLOWERS 


Resolution  No.  1,  June  23,  19^8,  prohibits  the  importation  of 
natural  flowers  on  account  of  the  danger  of  introducing  numerous 
pests,  as  yet  unknown  in  Venezuela,  which  are  transmitted  easily 
"by  flowers , 

SUGARCANE 

Resolution  of  August  7,  19^8,  prohibits  the  importation  of  sugar- 
cane plants  or  live  parts  thereof.  The  importation  of  all  necessary 
sugarcane  planting  material  may  "be  made  only  by  the  Ministry. 


